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S-008-001Your comment has been noted.  Dairyland Power Cooperative, one ofthe CapX2020 utilities, has requested financial assistance from USDARural Utilities Service (RUS), for Dairyland’s anticipated 11 percentownership interest in the proposed Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kilovolt transmission line project. RUS has determined that its funding ofDairyland’s ownership interest is a federal action and therefore subject tothe National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 106 of theNational Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). RUS is the lead agency forboth NEPA and Section 106 review.

 Once published the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will beavailable at http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.   Comments onthe Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after itspublication.

 

S-008-002

Your comment comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to wildlife,

vegetation, and wetlands will be addressed in the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement.

 

 

S-008-003

Your comment has been noted.  The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need.  The

justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the

Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.

 

S-008-004

Your comment has been noted.  The criteria used to route the

transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is

available on the RUS website at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  These criteria and routing

process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line.
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S-008-005

Your comment has been noted.  Due to the transmission grid's

interconnected nature as well as to electricity's nature - it's generally

difficult to identify a specific source of electricity on the grid.

The proposed CapX2020 transmission lines will serve the region's

expected growth and help begin to meet Minnesota's Renewable Energy

Standard (RES), which requires utilities to deliver 25 percent of their

electricity from renewable sources by 2025 (Xcel Energy is mandated to

deliver 30 percent by 2020, with 25 percent from wind). Most of that

energy comes from wind turbines. 

Cumulative Impacts will be one of the topics addressed in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement.

 

S-008-006Your comment has been noted.  Dairyland Power Cooperative, one ofthe CapX2020 utilities, has requested financial assistance from USDARural Utilities Service (RUS), for Dairyland’s anticipated 11 percentownership interest in the proposed Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345kilovolt transmission line project. RUS has determined that its funding ofDairyland’s ownership interest is a federal action and therefore subject tothe National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 106 of theNational Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). RUS is the lead agency forboth NEPA and Section 106 review. Potential impacts to social and economic resources will be addressed inthe Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

 

S-008-007

Your comment has been noted.  Alternatives to the project will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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